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. Review of "Mediated Memories in the Digital Age", J. van Dijck, Stanford University Press. Interdisciplinary Science Reviews. 36:1. p90-96. memory, or "the acts and products of remembering in which individuals engage to make sense of their lives in relation to the lives of others and to their surroundings, situating themselves in time and place" (p. 6).
Dijck is careful to demonstrate that different media plays -and has played for a long time in human society -an important role in shaping both our personal and our collective cultural memory, changing and focussing our interpretation of past events, and intertwining with our remembrances: "Media and memories… are not separate entities-the first enhancing, corrupting, extending, replacing the second -but media invariably and inherently shape our personal memories, warranting the term "mediation"". Dijck's text focuses on this idea of "Mediated memories" as objects of cultural analysis:
"Mediated memories are the activities and objects we produce and appropriate by means of media technologies, for creating and re-creating a sense of past, present, and future of ourselves in relation to others" (p.21).
In particular, Dijck is interested in how the ubiquity and pervasive nature of digital technology is reshaping our view of our past, and therefore our identity.
It is necessary, when covering such a broad subject area, to bring together a number of diverging disciplinary perspectives such as those in psychology, neurobiology, cognitive philosophy, computer science, and anthropology. The premise is ambitious, and is often wrapped up with metaphors and allusions to popular culture to contextualise the point the author is making: the organisation of analogue photographs in the shoe-box under the bed, the plot to the Michael Gondry and Charlie Kaufman film "Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind". In doing so, Dijk provides an introduction to cultural memory, and what it means in an age of technological, social, and cultural transformation, rooting the discussion in the types
